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Draft Law Summary by 
Selective Service 


(The draft law has been extended for 
four years, until July 1, 1963. This means 
that young men are expected to serve their 
country in some fashion, The Office of Legis- 
lation, Liaison and Public Information of 
Selective Service has made available a series 
of articles outlining the basic responsibilities 
and rights of young men under the draft law. 
Many people are uninformed about such pro- 
cedures as registration, appeal, and deferment, 
In the interest of getting the information to 
those who need it, we publish this series of 
four articles briefly covering the most impor- 
tant aspects of procedure. ) 


This is the first article in the series, 


Generally, every man is required to 
register under the draft law within five days 
of his 18th birthday. He may register at any 
local board office, but he should be certain to 
give his home address, for that will determine 
the local board which will always have his 
records and which will deal with his case. 


Ifa manis onactive duty with the Armed 
Forces onhis 18th birthday, he need not regis- 
ter at that time. Men on active duty must 
register within 30 days after they leave the 
service, 


Aliens born after September 15, 1925, 
must also register within six months after 
entering the United States or at age 18, which- 
ever is later, 


(Continued on Page 4) 


Selective Service Personnel 


Appointments 


Several appointments made at the 
Selective Service Headquarters on June 18, 
1959, are of interest to the NSBRO and to 
REPORTER readers, Colonel Daniel O, Omer, 
General Counsel for the Selective Service, 
was appointed Deputy Director of Selective 
Service. The post had been vacant since the 
retirement on May 1, 1957, of Brig. General 
Louis H, Renfrow, Colonel Omer has been at 
the National Headquarters since 1940, and has 
served as Assistant Chief of the Legal Division; 
Chief, Communications and Records Division; 
Regional Field Officer; and Assistant Chief, 
Field Division, Since 1957, he has served 
also as Acting Director in the absence of the 
Director, In civilian life he was engaged in 
legal work, 


Also of much interest to the NSBRO, 
because of the close working relation with his 
office, is the assignment of Mr, Alfred J, 
Oddo to the post of Administrative Officer, 
Conscientious Objector Work Program, under 
the Office of the Director, Since 1957, Mr, 
Oddo capably and considerately served as 
Administrative Officer for the CO work pro- 
gram which was then organizationally under 
the Administrative Division headed by the 
late Mr. Victor A, Olsen, Prior to thathe 
was assistantto the administrator of the pro- 
gram, Assigned at the same time last month 
was Colonel Lewis F, Kosch (Ret,), who is 
familiar with the various programs for 
CO's over a longer period of time, He was 
appointed Special Assistant to the Director, 
Lt, General Lewis B, Hershey. Formerly 
he was a special administrative officer. 
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Recent Court Cases Involving CO's 


U.S. v. NEVERLINE, 266 F2d 180, 
Defense counsel was Michael Hahalyak of 
Pittsburgh, The Third Circuit Court of Appeals 
sustained the verdict of guilty reached by the 
trial court, Neverline had been in the Naval 
Reserve, dropped out when he became a 
Jehovah's Witness, and sought a ministerial 
classification (IV-D) from his local board, 
The local board classified him I-O instead, 
and he appealed for the IV-D classification. 
The file was sent to the Justice Department 
(FBI) with acovering letter inadvertently say- 
ing that the local board "did not sustain the 
registrant inhis claim for conscientious objec- 
tion."" The FBI made an investigation, and 
ultimately he was given aI-A-O classification 
(non-combatant), The appeal court took the 
position that it was proper for the file to be 
referred to the FBI for investigation although 
the I-O classification had NOT been denied by 
the local board, The Court said: - "Clearly 
registrant's conscientious objector status was 
involved inhis appeal, Accordingly, the appeal 
board had no alternative but to refer that phase 
to the Department of Justice. "' Also, the Court 
over-ruled a motion by defense counsel to re- 


quire production of the FBI report in Court, - 


saying that there had been"no assertion what- 
soever that a fair resume of the adverse 
evidence was not furnished, "' 


KEENE v. U. S., 266 F2d 378, decided 
April 8, 1959, by the 10th Circuit Court of 
Appeals. William F, Reynard of Denver was 
defense counsel, The Court squarely held 
that although the conscientious objector provi- 
sions of the Selective Service Law say that no 
person shall be inducted whois conscientiously 


opposed to war, it is not arbitrary to have 
regulations providing for a cut-off date for 
asserting the CO claim. The Court found 
authority for such regulations (1625.2) in 
section 460 (b) (1) of the Law which authorizes 
the President to "prescribe the necessary 
rules and regulations to carry out provisions 
of this title,"' By coincidence, Richard Keene 
mailed written notice of his CO claim the 
same day that the local board mailed the 
induction notice, and the Court ruled that it 
came too late, It is interesting to note that 
the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals appears to 
recognize that conscientious objection is a 
“change beyond the control" of the registrant, 
but interpreted the regulation requiring re- 
opening of a classification (1625.3 (a) ) to 
mean that such change must have occurred 
after the induction notice, and then went on to 
find as a matter of fact that Keene''s convic- 
tions crystalized some months earlier. 


News Notes 


For induction during the month of August 
the Department of Defense has requisitioned 
7,000 men, The Selective Service System 
will need to deliver 1,000 less than in July, 

* * * 

Interested citizens in Evansville, Indi- 
ana, promptedtheir publiclibrary to preview 
the film "Alternatives,"' The Evansville Public 
Library was among recent purchasers of this 
film, which describes the rights of the con- 
scientious objector under the present draft 
law. More than 90 copies of the film are in 
use, 


x * % 


Recently the beginning of conscription in 
Indonesia was notedin this column, The paci- 
fist weekly "Peace News" reports that on 
June 13, 870 students became the first to 
undergo military training under this conscrip- 
tion law. 
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Jehovah's Witnesses were reported in 
difficulty with the authorities on several differ- 
ent claims of conscientious objection, John 
Kannenberg of Racine, Wisconsin, was sen- 
tenced on May 27 to two years in a federal 
correctional institution for failure to report 
for work as a conscientious objector, In 
Portland, Oregon, two brothers, Frank Wert 
and Raymond J, Wert, 26 and 27 respectively, 
were sentenced in federal court on June 8 to 
six months in prison on similar charges. A 
Leonminster, Massachusetts man, Winfield 
Lloyd Maxim, was indicted by a federal grand 
jury in late May for failing to report for 
civilian work in lieu of military service, 
Maxim was not identified as a Jehovah's 
Witness. At San Antonio, Texas, another 
Witness was sentenced to a year athard labor 
and forfeiture of all pay and allowances and a 
bad conduct discharge for failing to salute a 
captain. He said he has religious objections 
against saluting officers. The man, Lou A, 
Lennaer, sentenced on June 2, reportedly 
enlisted in the Army last November, 


* * * 


Harry L. Steinmetz Jr,, 25, received 
unusual publicity on his appeal for the I-O 
classification, The Associated Press gave 
coverage to the hearing in Los Angeles, by 
Hugh B, Rotchford, a special assistant to the 
U. S. Attorney General, The San Francisco 
"Chronicle" reported to its more than 275, 000 
Sunday readers with a seven column heading, 
Steinmetz, a Unitarian, had been refused the 
I-Oby his draftboard, J. B. Tietz, competent 
in CO matters, is attorney in this case, The 
young man's father formerly was a professor 
at the San Diego State College, but was forced 
to resign for refusing to sign the prescribed 
loyalty oath. 


* * * 


"Pressedienst", organ of a Swiss center 
for peace work, reports that Norwegian Bap- 
tists from a national meeting sent statements 
against nuclear weapons to all young male 
members, The resolution said: ''The national 
conference of the Baptist Church very strongly 
urges all young men who belong to the Baptist 
Church to follow their consciences and to 


make use of the right to civilian service," In 
Norway, civilian service is usually in forestry 
or in hospitals, Whereas CO's are to serve 
22 months, men called to military duty serve 
only 16 months, 


* * * 


Richard Kinsey, Washington, D, G, an 
enterprising member of Student Sane and a 
high school student, interviewed nearly 100 
classmates on United States defense and 
nuclear weapons policy. Asked: "Is Civil 
Defense a futile gesture ?"' 37 answered "yes", 
39 answered "no", and 32 were undecided, 
Only 8 claimed no interest in the "subject 
of peace", with 89 affirming this interest, 
To the question: "Do you approve of conscien- 
tious objectors?" 96 said "no" and only one 
person said "yes", Kinsey noted that most of 
his classmates inone way or another express- 
ed the feeling ''that because of the nuclear 
bombs young people fear very strongly for 
their own existence, " 


** * * 


In March, three Italian men were tried 
on a charge of having, by means of a propa- 
ganda pamphlet, incited young men not to 
undertake military service, Their counsel 
raised the objection that the peacetime military 
code was constitutionally illegal in so far as, 
by its vague and imprecise phraseology, it 
tends to define conscientious objection as a 
crime of "military disobedience", The court 
rejected this pleas but the three accused men 
were acquitted on the ground that the action 
complained of does not constitute an offense. 


French Protestants Accept CO's 


During the second week of May, Marc 
Boegner, president of the French Protestant 
Federation, presented to French President 
Charles de Gaulle the Protestant plea for 
alternative service for conscientious objec- 
tors, Paul Eberhard, correspondent for the 
"Christian Century", points out that Boegner, 
since 1940, has asked at least 10 French heads 
of government or ministers for such legislation. 
Presently, a law providing for non-military 
service for the CO is under consideration, 








Atthe beginning of the year, 100 French 
pastors met to study the relation of the Chris- 
tian to the state and towar. Although they 
achieved no consensus of thought on these 
matters, they would not allow this to disrupt 
their unity in the churchof Jesus Christ, The 
National Synod of the Reformed Church in 
France last year made known its concern for 
unity inits declaration that it would "preserve 
full communion with those of its members who 
reject all use of violence," 


Recently we reported the release of 
those prisoners who had served more than five 
years for their conscientious objection to mili- 
tary duty. One manhad been imprisoned seven 
years. Recent legal action permits the "early" 
release, 


The National Synod of the French 
Reformed Church in its 400th anniversary ses- 
sion in May heard the appeal jointly issued by 
Marc Boegner and Maurice Cardinal Feltin, 
archbishop of Paris, These church leaders 
asked for funds to help the victims of the 
Algerian war and requested church members 
to consider seriously the possibilities of ser- 
vice in Algeriaas teachers, doctors and social 
workers, Undoubtedly, many of the CO's im- 
prisonedin France would welcome such oppor- 
tunities for service of reconciliation if they 
were only permitted to choose, 


Any person who at age 18isexempt from 
registration, must, however, register when 
his status changes, 


Failure to register, like failure to 
comply with other provisions of the law, may 
subject men to prosecution, orto induction 
out of turn and ahead of other men, 


After he registers, each man is re- 
quired by law tokeep his local board informed 
of any change in his address, or any change 
in his personal situation which might affect 
his ability to serve, 


Some time after he has’ registered, 
each man will receive from his local board a 
questionnaire, The answers provide the 
basic information which the local board will 
use to decide whethera man should be defer- 
red or exempt, or whether he should be con- 
sidered as available for induction for two 
years of service, 


The local board also considers infor- 
mationfrom other sources suchas employers, 
dependents, government agencies and other 
legitimate sources, But fundamentally, the 
law imposes on the registrant the responsi- 
bility for Keeping the local board informed of 
anything in his personal situation which might 
affect his classification, 


Every classification must be made on 
the basis of individual status, There are no 


group classifications. 


No classificationis permanent, and in 
some cases, expiration dates are set, 


(To be continued) 
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